THE EARLY YEARS PROJECT

After the Civil War and Reconstruction periods ended America began down the path of becoming the world power it is today.  Along the way the world learned of the ingenuity of the American mind.  Men and women began changing the world with their inventions.  These people include Alexander Graham Bell, George Washington Carver, Andrew Carnegie and Thomas Edison among others.
The purpose of this project is for American history students to research and learn about the industrial pioneers of America.  This will be done in a group setting in which students will work together.  Although this is a group project each individual will be graded on his/her own efforts.  Those students who put forth great effort to have an exceptional project will be graded on their efforts.  A person that does little work will receive a grade accordingly.

The following guidelines are provided.

1. Each group will research an individual from the Post Civil War to the pre WWI period who has shaped the landscape of America in some way or another.  You may only select from the people listed below.  Only one group may report on any given person.
a. Thomas Edison


g. Henry Ford
b. Alexander Graham Bell 

h. The Wright Brothers
c. Madame CJ Walker

i. Nikola Tesla
d. Andrew Carnegie

j. John Pemberton
e. George Washington Carver
k. Christopher Sholes
f. Edwin Drake


l. George Pullman
2. Each group will prepare a collage on their person.  This collage must include pictures of the person, their invention at the time it was introduced and how it has affected our society today.  Creativity will be rewarded for this project.
3. Each group will be required to give a five to six minute presentation on their individual. NO NOTES ALLOWED.
4. This project is worth 100 points. (grade rubric to follow): One hundred points for the presentation (the collage grade is included in this)
I will be available before and after school to provide support for those students who need help in researching their project.  Please do not hesitate to come and see me.  

