THE DECADE PROJECT

The twentieth century saw the United States go from prosperity to poverty back to prosperity.  In that time we fought four major conflicts with several smaller conflicts on the military’s résumé.  The use of the Atomic Bomb dominated the late 40’s and early 50’s while the Civil Rights Movement identified the times in the 60’s and early 70’s.  President Nixon and the Watergate scandal marked the first time a President resigned his office rather than face impeachment.  The 80’s saw economic ups and downs as well as the advent of MTV and rap music; two events that have become a mainstay in today’s popular culture.  The 90’s began with a war in Iraq and ended with the scare of the Y2K issues.  In all this time America found the time to put three men on the moon as well as send space crafts to Mars.  Seventeen men were elected to the office of the President of the United States in during the twentieth century.  There are countless other important and fun events that occurred during this important century in America’s history.  
The purpose of this project is for American history students to research and learn about their chosen decade.  This will be done in a group setting in which students will work together.  Although this is a group project each individual will be graded on his/her own efforts.  Those students who put forth great effort to have an exceptional project will be graded on their efforts.  A person that does little work will receive a grade accordingly.

The following guidelines are provided.

1. Each group will research and report on a decade of the twentieth century:

1950-1959

1960-1969

1970-1979
1980-1989
   

1990-1999

2000-2009

2010-2019
2. Each group will prepare a creative presentation for the class to discuss their decade.  For example, students can present a rap, a news cast; they can prepare in advance and show a movie they created or anything that provides an opportunity for their fellow students to learn about the events that identified their decade.  If students choose to use a video as their presentation, members of the group must be in the video. Short YouTube-type video clips are allowed, but they cannot make up more than 50% of the project. This presentation will be no less than 20 minutes in length and no longer than 25 minutes.
3. The report must detail at least three major news items which dominated the decade; identify the economic and political issues of the decade; outline the fashion trends of the decade; discuss the entertainment world which should include music, movies and television; explain the sport stories of your decade and talk about other fun facts which occurred during your chosen decade.
4. Each group must turn in a timeline/outline/story board which provides a detailed explanation of what each group member is going to do for the project and how long their part will be. Included in this assignment must be the specifics of what will be presented, i.e if someone is doing sports for the time period what they will talk about must be mentioned; 2000 Olympics, 2002 playoffs, the Tuck Rule, Boston Red Sox win the 2004 World Series and so on. Merely saying, “Schimmy Schmo will do sports” is not enough; details, details, details.

5. This project is worth 120 points.

a. Twenty points for the detailed outline of the project presentation plan
b. One hundred points for the presentation
