THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT PROJECT
In order to better facilitate the learning of the civil rights movement our class will conduct a short research project followed by small group discussions.  Following are the requirements.

A. Using the internet, reference materials, periodicals and any other fact based medium, work together with your group members to research your below listed topic of the civil rights movement.
B.  Depending on the size of the class, four to six discussion groups will be formed during the class period following our time in the media center.  Each discussion group will have at least one member from each topic group.  You must be able to explain at least three major facts about your topic as you will be the “subject matter expert” within your discussion group.  During the group discussion students will be asked to explain why their topic had such a big role during the civil rights movement.  Students should be able to answer general questions about their topic and will be allowed to use notes and information obtained during their research time.  If a group does not have at least one representative from each topic students who studied that topic, but are in another group will be invited to volunteer to be in two groups.  These students will receive extra credit for their double efforts.
C.  Students who miss the research day and/or the discussion group will be required to research and write about the civil rights movement in general and must cover all of the below listed topics in their paper.  This will ensure that the student will not miss the lessons that will be learned during the research time or taught during the group discussions. 
D.  The topics follow:

1. Nelson Mandela & Martin Luther King Jr. (students will do a life comparison of Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King Jr.)

2. Plessy v Ferguson & Brown v Board of Education of Topeka (students will compare these two landmark cases and explain each ones impact on civil rights in America)
3. The Little Rock Nine (students will explain who they were, how they came about, why did this event occur in Arkansas, etc.)
4. The Montgomery Bus Boycott (students will explain how the boycott was started, who were the major players, what was its impact on the Civil Rights Movement, etc.)
5. Jim Crow Laws compared to South African Apartheid (students will compare these two similar ideologies and how they were ended, among other things)
6. (Fifth & Seventh periods only) Freedom Riders. (explain what happened with these people who were trying to integrate busses in America. Who were the key leaders? How did they turn out?)
E.  This project is worth a total of 50 quiz weighted points; 25 for the research and presentation of the topic and 25 for the quiz which will be taken the class period after the completion of the group discussion.
F.  Please see me if you have any questions.
