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The 1920s:  A Clash of Cultures Between Rural and Urban Americans

I.  The 1920s was a decade of change: 

A.  Americans experienced increased wealth, __________________________________, leisure time, and new forms of entertainment led to a “Jazz Age”

B.  By 1920, more Americans lived in _________________ than in _________________ areas

C.  Rural Americans reacted to these changes by attacking behaviors they viewed as “_______________________________________”

II.  Prohibition

A.  In 1920, the _________ Amendment was ratified and the _________________________________________ era began

1.  ____________________ Americans supported this “________________________________________________” because they believed drinking led to _____________________ and other social problems
2.  The ____________________________________ Act outlawed the ________________ and manufacture of alcohol
3.  The U.S. ________________________________________ Department was in charge of enforcing the Volstead Act

4.  During prohibition, alcohol consumption _______________________
B.   Many urban Americans ________________ prohibition:

1.  Drinking was a cultural norm for many __________________________________________

2.  Many urban Americans wanted to enjoy themselves in illegal bars called ____________________________________________

3.  Demand for illegal alcohol led to a rise in smuggling (“________________________________________”), moonshining, crime

a.  Organized crime emerged in America as the ________________________________ took control of the illegal alcohol trade

b.  The most notorious mobster was _____________________________________ who controlled the alcohol trade in Chicago
c.  To control the liquor trade, ____________________________ resorted to _________________________________ like the St. Valentines Day Massacre in 1929

C.  By the end of the 1920s, only ___________% of Americans supported prohibition

1.  The strongest __________________ of prohibition were ___________ Americans…But, most Americans believed prohibition caused _____________________________________________ than it ________________________
2.  The _________ Amendment was ratified in 1933 to ___________________________ prohibition 
III.  Intolerance in the 1920s

A.  America experienced a new wave of ___________________________

1.  800,000 _______________ and _______________ European immigrants arrived each year in the early 1920s
2.  Rural Americans thought of immigrants as “______________________________,” non-Protestant, anarchists, _____________
B.  The Red Scare

1.  The Red Scare, union strikes, and growth of _____________________________________________ Socialist Party spread fears of a Russian-style socialist revolution

2.  During the Red Scare, ____________________________________ were under attack

a.  Sacco and Vanzetti  

i.  In 1920, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were arrested and charged with ______________ and _____________
ii.  Sacco and Vanzetti were _________________________ immigrants and ____________________________
iii.  With only circumstantial evidence, they were found guilty and executed

b.  In response to nativism, Congress passed new immigration ___________________________ in 1921 and 1924

i.  These laws created _________________________ that placed a maximum ________________________ of how many immigrants could enter the U.S. each year

ii.  These laws targeted those immigrants who came from __________________ and ________________ Europe or Asia 

C.  The 1920s saw an increase in membership in the Ku Klux Klan
1.  The KKK promoted traditional “_________________________________________” values and used violence and fear to attack _______________________, African Americans, ______________________, Jews, socialists
2.  By 1924, the KKK had 4.5 million members and elected ___________________________ to power in several states
IV.  Religious Fundamentalism

A.  Rural Americans found comfort in religious fundamentalism (a _______________________ interpretation of the Bible)

1.  Rural folks rejected the _____________________________________________, especially immigrants and flappers

2.  Evangelists used the _______________________ to broadcast Christian messages

3.  Many rural Christians rejected ideas that contradicted the __________ and outlawed the teaching of _____________ in schools
B.  The Scopes “Monkey Trial” (1925)
1.  Teacher _______________________ was arrested in Dayton, Tennessee for teaching evolution in his biology class

2.  The Scopes “___________________________” was a national sensation

a.  ACLU attorney Clarence _______________ defended Scopes; Represented ___________ America, science and modernity

b.  William Jennings Bryan served as prosecutor; Represented ____________________________ and rural values

c.  Scopes was found _____________, but evolutionists believed they _________ because Darrow got Bryan to admit that the world might not have been made in six 24 hour days 

V.  Conclusions:  America in the 1920s experienced a decade of change:

A.  There was an increase in ____________________________________…cars, _____________________, entertainment

B.  Government policies favored ___________________________ and ____________________________________ 

C.  Women and African Americans experienced new __________________________ while immigrants came under attack
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