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The West: Exploiting an Empire
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I.  Themes in American History during the Gilded Age (1870-1900)



II.  Settlement of the West 

A.  The Mining Bonanza 


1.  Mining was the first to attract settlers West


2.  ___________ and _____________ lodes led to instant _________ with government, laws, & other services

3.  Placer miners, _________________, Latin American, & ________________ miners 

4.  Chinese __________________ Act of 1882

B.  The Cattle Bonanza 


1.  In the 1860s, cattle ranching boomed in the “_______________  _______________” 


2.  Transported cattle by ________________ from Kansas to _______________ for huge profits by white, 
      black, & ___________________ cowboys 


3.  The “open range” was ending by ____________ due to farmers & ______________  ____________ 

C.  The Farming Bonanza 


1.  Homestead Act (1862) offered ________  acres to farmers willing to live on the land for ______ years 


2.  New farming _________________ & new ____________ transformed the US into a crop exporter by 1890


3.  _______________ were black homesteaders who moved West to escape _________________ in the South 
D.  The Extension of the Railroads 


1.  In 1862, Congress authorized the Union Pacific & Central Pacific to build a __________________ railroad

2.  ___________ & _______________ laborers finished the transcontinental railroad at Promontory Point,  

                 ____________ in 1869


3.  The U.S. gov’t gave RR companies ___________  ____________ & RR companies created _______ zones 


                  to regulate schedules
III.  Crushing the Native Americans

A.  The Plains Indians


1.  By 1865, _________ of all Indians lived on the ____________ & were dependent upon ____________ & 

     horses


2.  Tribes were divided into smaller bands which made it hard for the U.S. to _____________ with entire tribes
B.  The U.S. government was inconsistent with its Indian Policy


1.  “One big reservation”/“Indian Country” was protected by the Indian Intercourse Act of 1834


2.  Western expansion brought a “___________________  policy” in the 1850s with distinct Indian boundaries 



a.  Violence at the ___________  ____________ Massacre (1864) 



b.  Violence during the ________________ War (1865-1867)


3.  U.S. formed the Indian Peace Commission (1867) & suggested “small ___________________” 



a.  Violence during the Red River War in 1874  (Buffalo soldiers involved)



b.  Violence at __________  ______  _________ in 1876  (Custer’s last stand)



c.  Violence at _______________  ____________ in 1890  (Ghost Dance & machine gun) 


4.  The U.S. adopted an “assimilation policy” in 1871



a. _______________ Severalty Act in 1887 offered farms & the protection of US law



b.  Carlisle School taught Indian children “_____________ ways”

C.  The End of Tribal Life 


1.  The annihilation of the _________________ 


2.  The last “Indian land” was opened to whites when “Boomers” & “Sooners” flooded _____________ (state)

IV.  Conclusions: The Closing of the American Frontier 

The North





The West





The South








